
 

Executive Summary

 

Saint Jerome School 
 

Diocese of Trenton

 
Sr. Angelina Pelliccia 

250 Wall Street 
W. Long Branch, NJ 07764 

Document Generated On September 29, 2015



TABLE OF CONTENTS

 

 
Introduction   1
 
Description of the School   2
 
School's Purpose   3
 
Notable Achievements and Areas of Improvement   4
 
Additional Information   5
 



Introduction
 
Every school has its own story to tell. The context in which teaching and learning takes place influences the processes and procedures by

which the school makes decisions around curriculum, instruction, and assessment. The context also impacts the way a school stays faithful

to its vision. Many factors contribute to the overall narrative such as an identification of stakeholders, a description of stakeholder

engagement, the trends and issues affecting the school, and the kinds of programs and services that a school implements to support student

learning.

 

The purpose of the Executive Summary (ES) is to provide a school with an opportunity to describe in narrative form the strengths and

challenges it encounters. By doing so, the public and members of the school community will have a more complete picture of how the school

perceives itself and the process of self-reflection for continuous improvement. This summary is structured for the school to reflect on how it

provides teaching and learning on a day to day basis.
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Description of the School

 

 

 
Describe the school's size, community/communities, location, and changes it has experienced in the last three years. Include

demographic information about the students, staff, and community at large. What unique features and challenges are associated

with the community/communities the school serves? 
 
The Religious Teachers Filippini opened Saint Jerome School in 1957, and established the foundation for its Catholic Identity.  Through the

years, the spirit of Saint Lucy Filippini has been assimilated by the lay faculty under the leadership of the sisters ministering at the school and

parish. They, along with parents and parishioners, have carried on the religious traditions and continue to foster an educational environment

which nurtures the Catholic Identity in existence at Saint Jerome School/Parish since its beginning.  Saint Jerome School enjoys broad

recognition and unquestionable goodwill in the surrounding communities resulting from more than 55 years of consistently high norms of

educational achievement and community interaction.

 

The majority of the Saint Jerome School student body is representative of the communities served based on demographic information. Saint

Jerome School has become the sole remaining parochial school in its deanery of six parishes (Saint Jerome, Saint Mary of the Assumption,

Saint Dorothea, Saint Michael, Christ the King [Holy Trinity and Star of the Sea] and Saint Anselm. Strength resides in the fact that the

candidate student population has therefore become larger and should likely remain that way for the foreseeable future. The communities

comprising the Saint Jerome recruiting area are Eatontown, Deal, Interlaken, Oakhurst, Oceanport, Ocean, Tinton Falls and West Long

Branch; the combined general population of this demographic is 114,655 based on the U.S. Census Bureau Data Set 2005-2009 American

Community Survey.  Within this population there are an estimated 11,583 Gr. 1-8 student and 1642 Kindergarten students. The overall

County population has remained relatively stable over the past ten years with a negligible two percent decrease during that period. Stability

of the population over time is considered to be a genuine strength for the school. 

 

There remains among the deanery townships a strong base of Catholic families which has experienced some growth with the influx of

Hispanic families (U.S, Census Bureau 2005-2009 Community Estimates) in recent years. Combined within Long Branch and West Long

Branch there are an estimated 23 Percent of families with Hispanic ancestry (Population est. 9,467); 84 percent of these families still speak

Spanish within their home. In this regard, it is to its advantage and qualifies as a strength that the Saint Jerome school presently teaches

Spanish in all eight grades. The growth trend for prospective students is positive even as the eastern portion of Monmouth County continues

to grow at a dampened rate due to a job market impacted by the U. S. Army Fort Monmouth's move to Aberdeen, Maryland.

 

The geographical area encompassing the School has townships/boroughs with a significant complement of Irish, Italian and Polish families.

Within the School's recruiting area, the general population includes 50.3 Percent with Irish, Italian and Polish ancestral roots.  Over a third of

these families (36.4%) live in the immediate area surrounding the school itself, the boroughs of Long Branch and West Long Branch. This is

considered an extremely fertile area for recruiting and a significant strength for the school. 
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School's Purpose

 

 

 
Provide the school's purpose statement and ancillary content such as mission, vision, values, and/or beliefs. Describe how the

school embodies its purpose through its program offerings and expectations for students. 
 
Vision Statement

Saint Jerome School aims to provide an excellent academic education which fosters Catholic teachings and Christian formation. This value-

based quality education provides students with skills they will need to live in a global, technologically challenging society.

 

Mission Statement

The Saint Jerome School community strives to guide and motivate all students to achieve their greatest success in intellectual and spiritual

development by providing an academically excellent education rooted in Catholic values.

 

Philosophy

Saint Jerome School fosters in its students a sincere, lasting appreciation for academic achievement, an appreciation and love for our

American heritage and a continuing growth in love of God and neighbor through our Catholic faith and Christian values.

 

Beliefs

As professional Christian educators, we believe our dedication is enhanced by our desire not just to teach, but to lead children to an ever

deepening love of God, neighbor, country and to the development of self-respect, self-discipline, respect for others and an understanding of

personal responsibility.

 

We believe that every facet of each individual student is important: spiritual, moral, intellectual, emotional, social and physical.

We believe that all these areas need developmental care as they are formed within the family and within our school environment.

 

Acknowledging the primary role of parents/guardians as teachers of their children within the family context, we believe in and recognize the

need for close collaboration with the students' families. We seek to establish means to inform and support them in guiding their children to be

academically successful and socially well-adjusted.

 

We believe in a strong academic program which fosters technological acuity and creative expression. The critical thinking process is

integrated and extended in each grade level so students advance in their ability to reflect, judge and make meaningful choices.

 

A sensitivity to and awareness of the needs of others and the need to care for the world in which we live have always been a part of

American tradition and values. We believe and build upon this Christian attitude, as it is an inherent part of faith education to continue to

spread these Gospel values in our society. We believe these values enhance the academic curriculum and lead to developing individuals

with character and integrity which is so necessary in our world today.
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Notable Achievements and Areas of Improvement

 

 

 
Describe the school's notable achievements and areas of improvement in the last three years.  Additionally, describe areas for

improvement that the school is striving to achieve in the next three years. 
 
Saint Jerome School is highly respected for its rigorous academic standards, emphasis on higher order thinking, student interaction and for

its safe and nurturing environment that stems from a shared Catholic vision.  We continue to meet the specific academic needs of the student

body by following the curriculum standards set forth by the Diocese of Trenton and the Common Core Standards Initiative.  Our integration of

curriculum allows students to demonstrate critical thinking, problem solving, and social skills needed to live as global citizens in a diverse

world.  The school also ensures that academically advanced students are challenged and that their learning abilities are enhanced through

differentiated instruction, as well as with other academic opportunities.

 

Over the past three years, Saint Jerome School has consistently emphasized the need to remain on the cutting edge of Technology. Our

computer lab operating systems, software and equipment, and mobile laptops have been upgraded. Teachers now have access to newly

purchased iPads along with Apple adapters in order to project age appropriate applications.  Our technology plan also calls for wire

upgrading of our computer lab / facilities.

 

Recognizing the need for social, emotional and physical well-being Saint Jerome School has increased extracurricular opportunities for

students in all grades. Some new additions to our program includes a Cross Country Pee-Wee division, music lessons, Theater Week, Chess

Club, as well as a local University mentoring program. 

 

In order to promote the values and benefits of a Catholic school education and to enhance recruitment, marketing and development efforts

for Saint Jerome School have been addressed via a newly created marketing committee. Our school website (www.saintjeromeschool.org)

has been redesigned in order to improve stakeholders' communication (parents, students, and faculty) and increase visibility to the public.
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Additional Information 

 

 

 
Provide any additional information you would like to share with the public and community that were not prompted in the previous

sections. 
 
We are proud to share the comments below submitted by the Chairperson of a visiting team of evaluators.

 

 

Aristotle is recognized for stating that "We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit."  These words could be

applied most appropriately to Saint Jerome School for in all that is undertaken by the school community, the movement toward excellence is

indeed a habit of behavior. 

 

The visiting team experienced from the welcome reception, sharing of the mission, and May Crowning that the school community strives daily

and in all ways to create habits of excellence.  Throughout the three-day visit team members were impressed individually and collectively by

words and actions that not only echoed the Gospel message but also pointed students and staff to constantly seek to take the next step

toward success. 

 

St. Jerome School is a faith-filled school community that emphasizes the importance of academic excellence in the context of Catholic

teaching, tradition and service. Administration, faculty, staff and parents value the Catholic education and culture that is provided to the youth

at St. Jerome School and commit to its continued development.  The school is an extension of the parish mission and, as such, members of

the parish community are integrally connected to the life and growth of the school. 

 

Saint Jerome School, Diocese of Trenton, opened in 1957 under the direction of the Religious Teachers Filippini.  The strong sense of

Catholic Identity was formed by the Sisters of St. Lucy Filippini along with dedicated lay teachers.  Through daily prayer, regularly scheduled

liturgies, and traditional devotions, the school celebrates its Catholic Identity.   Outreach through service to a variety of community members

allows the school to bring faith to action. 

 

Five key characteristics effectively describe Saint Jerome School: Catholic, academically challenging, safe, value-based, and family-

centered. Through its programs, procedures, and policies, the community of Saint Jerome School seeks to develop these attributes in

meaningful and growth-producing ways for students and staff. 

 

The climate of Saint Jerome School is both reverent and respectful.  Interactions between and among students and adults reflect the

understanding that Jesus Christ is met in each person one encounters.  Courtesy and friendliness are hallmarks of students and modeled by

administration, faculty and staff.  Diversity is welcomed at Saint Jerome School in all of its manifestations and differences are honored.

 

It was readily apparent that the self-study reflected the reality of Saint Jerome School.  What was written was true and what was experienced

was commendable.  In so many ways Saint Jerome School exemplifies what quality Catholic education is and should be.  The visiting team

was most sincere in complimenting Saint Jerome School in many ways for the manner in which it lives its mission and beliefs.
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